Explanation of international registrations

Background

The International Caspian Studbook/ICSB was started in 1978, but the International Caspian Society/ICS was started in 1996.

There is only one international register of Caspian horses from all over the world. This register, the International Caspian Stud Book/ICSB, is kept by the International Caspian Society/ICS

The ICS Council members are from England, the USA and Australia. Brenda Dalton has been the ICSB registrar since 1989.

There seems to be a general belief that the ICS and the ICSB constitute the Mother Studbook Society and the Studbook of Origin of the Caspian horse. Unfortunately, this is not the case. The ICS does not execute the primary registration of Caspian horses, but allots an international registration number to horses that first have been registered by the society they belong to. The ICSB is as such only a register for Caspian horses from all over the world. The word ”studbook” can be misleading as opposed to ”register”. In some countries, only horses that have been judged in a show can be registered in a studbook.

The function described above differs a great deal from the function of a Studbook of Origin, which is usually kept in the breed’s homeland. Generally, all horses of said breed, no matter where they are born, are registered by the society that holds the Studbook of Origin according to set rules and regulations. Upon approval by the Mother Studbook Society and the country in question, national breed societies can set up an official national register. These societies are commited to strictly follow the rules and regulations stated in the Studbook of Origin. The licencing of stallions is normaly done by judges approved of by the Mother Studbook Society, as this is usually one of the conditions specified for the registration of offspring. One can name the Frieser breed as an example.

A register such as the ICSB lacks official jurisdiction, as its main duty is to keep track of all of the Caspian horses in the world and as such does not keep any official documents of registration. These are kept by the breed societies that have registered the horses. Every year the registrars of said societies send a list of all newly registered horses to the ICSB registrar. 

Registrations in the ICSB are based only on trusting that the primary registrations of these horses have been done in strict accordance to the rules and regulations regarding breeding and parentage. The ICSB registrar must have confidence in the registrars of the national societies, and has no way of controlling the information; especially as DNA-testing with parent verification is not one of the conditions of registration. However, several breeders do this on a voluntary basis. 

On the other hand, the ICS does require that all breeding stallions must have a licence, which is based on a veterinary examination (must not be confused with the former licencing rules in Sweden which now are abolished).

Purchasers should satisfy themselves as to the validity and specification of any horse they wish to buy. In order to provide such information, reliable breeders must have a breeding program based on stock that can be verified by DNA despite any possible mistakes made in previous registrations. The fact that the ICSB registrar cannot supervise this, makes it difficult to rely on the information that the register can provide. This also undermines the status of the Caspian as a breed. 

One wishes that the breed had an International Mother Studbook Society with the jurisdiction and capacity to watch over and control the registration of purebred Caspians.

In all respects, the ICS is run on a ideal basis and with small means.
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